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OVERVIEW

About the Survey
The Illinois School District Technology Survey was developed through a collaboration with 
the Illinois State Board of Education, the Learning Technology Center, and the PK-12 Digital 
Learning Advisory Council, and administered during July and August of 2019. The survey is 
designed to provide a snapshot of each school district and program in regard to integrating 
instructional technology and the infrastructure required to support it. 

Who completed the survey? 
Approximately 41% of the 852 school districts in Illinois responded to the survey. Of the 350 
district responses, most were submitted by technology leaders (54.5%), followed by district 
leaders (21.4%), administrators (17.7%), and instructional technology leaders (6%). 



CONNECTIVITY

School Connectivity
Of the districts that answered questions related to connectivity, 314 responded that their 
average bandwidth is 1265.1 MB, or .64 MB per student. Many districts do not experience 
barriers to increasing connectivity or believe they have sufficient bandwidth (49%). Districts 
that did identify a barrier noted that the monthly, ongoing expense (37%), district hardware 
(17%), and up-front costs (11%) were among the highest barriers. The majority of districts 
are not planning to add WiFi to school buses (63%). 

Home Internet Access
An average of 81.22% of students have home internet access, according to the 262 districts 
that answered the question. However, there was a high level of uncertainty in the responses, 
with 11% of total districts, stating that they were uncertain of the actual number.  

Strategies for Increasing Off-Campus Broadband Access
Most districts do not provide off-campus services.Districts that do provide off-campus  
access to the internet highlighted strategies for increasing access such as partnerships, 
library access, district-owned hot-spots, and extra time before or after school. 
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NETWORK SECURITY

Dedicated Staff
Only 11% of school districts have a dedicated network security person whose sole job is to 
ensure system security. Most districts (51%) have network security embedded as part of one 
or more jobs, or shared across other jobs, and some districts (23%) outsource security to a 
third party. In rare cases (6%), network security is not assigned to anyone within a district. 

Responses
The majority of districts described themselves as very confident (44%) or somewhat confi-
dent (50%) that the district could respond to a security incident appropriately. Only 7.8% of 
districts encounter cybersecurity attacks weekly or more frequently. As a preventative  
measure, 48% of districts provide end-user training to educators and other staff members.
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Frequently (Weekly)

Very Frequently

Don’t Know

Somewhat Freqently 

Never

Infrequently

How often does your district/program encounter a cybersecurity attack (i.e., intentional, 
unauthorized access attempt; denial of service attack; and/or ransomware attack, etc.)?



DEVICES
Approximately 62% of school districts have a 1:1 program, and the majority of districts with-
out a 1:1 program are in the process of researching, planning, or considering adopting a 1:1 
program. Districts that have a 1:1 program state that iPads are the dominant device utilized 
in grades K–2 (35.9%), and Chromebooks are the dominant devices for grades 3–5 (66.3%), 
6–8 (69.8%), and 9–12 (46%). The districts that responded about refresh cycles noted that 
a 3–5-year refresh cycle was common. Of the districts that are 1:1, most districts provide 
devices to students (80%) and allow them to take them home.

 Currently operating in a 1:1 environment:     216 Districts

 Launching 1:1 during the 2019-2020 School Year:   21 Districts

 Studying/Considering during the 2019-2020 School Year:   8 Districts

 No current plans to go 1:1 during the 2019-2020 School Year:  22 Districts

 Planning to launch 1:1 in the next 2-3 years:    32 Districts

 Not Planning to launch 1:1:      24 Districts
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PROGRAMS & PLATFORMS

Learning Management Systems
The predominant learning management system utilized by districts is Google Classroom 
(67%), followed by Skyward (10%), Schoology (9%), and Canvas (6%). 

Student Information Systems
Skyward (24%), TeacherEase (18%), PowerSchool (9%), and Chalkable (8%) are the student 
information systems with the highest rate of adoption.

Collaboration Platforms
Districts utilize three main collaboration platforms to communicate, create, and share: G 
Suite (82%), Office 365 (26%), and Apple iWork (6). For districts that utilized more than one 
collaboration platform, 98% utilized G Suite as their primary platform. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING
Digital curriculum and resources are common place, with 54.7% of curricular content being 
delivered digitally.

Digital Curriculum
What % of curriculum content is physical textbooks?     58.5% 
What % of curriculum content is purchased digital content?  30.8%
What % of curriculum content is non-purchased digital content? 23.9%

When asked about 3rd party teaching and learning support, 25% of districts responded that 
they utilize the Future Ready Framework and resources, and 37% of districts responded that 
they utlilize Ed Leaders Network for professional learning. 

The majority of districts indicated that they planned on improving the impact and pres-
ence of technology within the district. Common strategies that were provided in the survey 
include adding instructional technology coaches, adopting train-the-trainer models of 
professional learning, host EdCamps, creating technology plans, creating higher-ed partner-
ships, developing summer boot camps, paying for professional certifications, and providing 
specific device and platform training. 

eSports
Districts with competitive teams     4.6%
Districts with organized clubs     7.5%
Districts studying/planning eSports     12.%
No organized participation      75.2%



SUPPORT
On average, districts have one technology support staff for every 637 students, and one 
instructional technology staff for every 1,272 students. 60% of districts felt like they had ad-
equate technology support to meet the needs of teachers and students, whereas only 37.7% 
of districts felt they had adequate support integrating technology. 

When asked about the level of support provided by the district for specific activities, the 
majority responded that support was either excellent, good, or average. 

FUNDING
E-Rate is the most common source of technology funding (78%), followed by Title 1, Part 
A (41%), Title 1, School Improvement Grant (30%), and Evidence-Based Funding (23%). An 
average of 9% of a district’s overall budget is earmarked for technology, with the lowest 
amount being $300 dollars and the highest amount listed at 30% of the school’s non HR 
budget.

Excellent Good Average Minimum
No 

Support

Instructional support related to 
technology integration

14% 34% 39.3% 21.7% 1%

Professional learning related to 
technology integration

11% 33% 34.3% 20.3% 1.3%

Devices 41.6% 35% 14.5% 4.4% 0%

Digital curriculum & content 13% 35% 34.1% 15.7% 1.7%

Internet access / quality 59.2% 30.1% 6.4% 4% .3%

Wi-Fi access / quality 57% 32.3% 7% 3.7% 0%



ABOUT THE LTC
The Learning Technology Center of Illinois leads statewide educational change and builds 

capacity through technology-related professional learning, programs, initiatives, and  
support. LTCILLINOIS.ORG 


